
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/682,189 



08/02/2001 



Warren B. Mosler 



22850 7590 06/14/2004 

OBLON, SPIVAK, MCCLELLAND, MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
1940 DUKE STREET 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 



211945US6CON 



4982 



EXAMINER 



WASYLCHAK, STEVEN R 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3624 

DATE MAILED: 06/14/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



— ; w 


Application No. 


9 — 


Applicant(s) 






Office Action Summary 


09/682,189 




WARREN B. 


MOSSLER 


examiner 

Steven R. Wasylchak 




Art t Init 

ATX umi 

3624 







- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )0<] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 2/18/04 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-63 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-63 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CD Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) D Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 



4) Q Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

5) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

RESPONSE TO RECONSIDERATION 

1 . This office action is in response to Applicant's request for reconsideration 
received on Feb. 18, 2004. 

2. Previous rejections are sustained in the prior office action dated Feb. 18, 2004, 
paper number 4. 

3. Examiner has carefully read Applicant's request and has respectfully found the 
arguments unpersuasive for the reasons cited below. 

Applicant asserts that the present invention is a standardized contract on page 2. 
Likewise, the May reference asserts the standardized contract in no uncertain terms: col 
9, L 30-33. 

An exchange that guarantees payment is equivalent to the credit officers that 
perform credit control or any other functions, including acting as guarantors, in view 
of: col 56, L 23-28 and col 16, L 10-16. Brokerage firms co insure client accounts 
under Federal agencies and an exchange could easily guarantee payment through 
insurance coverage or by setting up a reserve for such events. 

The May reference encompasses a very broad range of financial contract 
activities (fig 2:all) of which the credit function is but one aspect. Applicant's system is 
also bilateral (in fact, multi-lateral) as between the seller and exchange and between 
seller and buyer and between buyer and exchange. May has a central processing 
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center in fig 1 (10) that acts as an exchange along with a proxy agent, which is another 
intermediary: col 15, L 15-42 

Applicant must also select parameters for his IRS contract, including maturity, 
size of principal amount, which interest rate curve to use and risk aversion profile of 
client and credit risk of the buyer or seller of the IRS. 

Applicant should note that the "forum" as he states on page 4 is a trading 
system for financial instruments, including IRS's: col 17, L 54 to col 18, L 11. 

This action is FINAL. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Steven Wasylchak whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-2848. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Thursday from 8:00 to 6:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin, can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax number for At 
Unit 3624 is (703) 305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
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HANI M.KAZlMi 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




